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is drawn to vain, unprofitable, impertinent, yea, and a 
pernicious sense. I saw examples and miracles propounded, 
either false and feigned, or, at least, ridiculous and not 
worthy of credit. X saw the people miserably deceived ; 
and the inventions of avarice and ambition superstitions!/ 
forced upon them, under colour of articles of faith. These 
things I was astonished to consider; and, therefore, I re- 
solved to leave those troubled streams, and to take myself 
to the fountains of the Fathers; in reading of whose works 
I bean to delight, for sermons, and holy canons, and 
Church government. 

" From this course, now and thon, some beams of new 
light did shine into me, as yet unwilling and refusing ; for, 
on the one part, I did observe the sayings of the Fathers 
in very many things, contrary to the common doctrine 
which I had learned in the schools, and I did perceive 
that they were either passed over in silence by my masters, 
or not faithfully quoted, or unfairly expounded. On the 
other part, I did see that the rule of Church government 
of our time was far different from the ancient practice, 
whereby my former suspicions were greatly augmented ; 
and I perceived that we did not faithfully handle the doc- 
trine and affairs of Christ and his Church ; bnt stuffed our 
theology rather with the inventions of human speculations 
and philosophy than with the words of Holy Scripture, of 
which there is a great ignorance amongst us. 

" Afterwards, the holy ancient canons, the orthodox 
councils, the discipline of the Fathers, and the ancient 
customs of the Church, were, often and again, turned 
over by me. Whereto shall I say more? I found abun- 
dantly" in these all I sought, and a great deal more than I 
sought. There it was easy, with opened eyes, to see that 
the doctrine of these reformed Churches, which are bit- 
terly reproved and impugned by our theologians, did in 
little or nothing at all differ from the true and ancient 
doctrine of the pure Church. I did also perceive that 
their doctrine, both at Rome and amongst us, is abhorcd 
and repelled, rather than lawfully impugned ; not that it 
is indeed heretical and false, but only because it is con- 
trary to the corrupt sense and manners of the Court of 
Borne, and to her fleshly plots and inventions. I saw also, 
and perceived most clearly, that at Rome, without any 
lawful ground — yea, by extreme violence — innumerable 
new articles of faith were daily coined and forced upon ns ; 
and that in such things as not only appertain not to divine 
faith, but also contain in themselves manifest falsehoods ; 
which articles that corrupt Court will not suffer to be dis- 
cused by any, but pursueth, even to the death, all those 
who dare whisper against them. It was formerly an 
article of faith that the Universal Church, dispersed through 
the whole world, is that Catholic Church of Christ, where- 
unto Christ himself doth promise his perpetual assistance. 
But now our Romanists have drawn this article of faith 
in lesser bounds ; that the Catholic Church is now to 
be taken for none other than the Court of Rome. And 
it is propounded to be believed, that in it only, yea, 
and in the Pope alone, the whole spirit of Christ resideth ; 
and whatsoever of old time had been said for the honour 
of the universal Church of Christ, are, to the great injury 
of the Church, wholly applied to Rome. These things, 
among many others, have grieved me exceedingly. 

" What, then, should I do more in the midst of a wicked 
and forward nation ? If I would have governed mine own 
Church according to the ancient discipline of the Catholic 
Church, and propound true and Catholic doctrine, I should, 
by that means, hasten upon mine head great stones, and 
horrible tempests from Rome. 

" The Church, under the Bishop of Rome, is no more a 
Church, hut a certain human commonwealth, all of it 
under the Pope's temporal monarchy. It is a vineyard 
only to make Noah drunk. It is a flock which the shep- 
herds do shear and clip, even to the blood ; yea, to ex- 
coriate and slay them. Albeit all these things did ever 
and earnestly persuade me to flee, yet, I do confess, I 
found the hand-maid, Hagar, with her child Ishmacl, for 
a long time troublesome to me. I mean I heard my flesh 
rebelling against my spirit and reasoning after this man- 
ner — ' Thou art come to great dignities and wealth, under 
the bishop of Koine, with hope also to attain further. 
These things thou dost possess ; these are certain ; but 
thou knowest not what shall liefall thee in other places. 
Dost thou not know that immediately after thy departing 
at Rome, and then everywhere thou shalt be noted with 
the name of heretic?' These and more such speeches my 
fleshly Hagar did often whisper in my ear ; but that divine 
spirit suffered me not any longer to make delay, but with 
an effectual voice called me to himself, as he did Abraham, 
saying — ' Come out of thy country, and from thy kindred, 
and from thy father's house, and come into the land which 
I will show unto thee.' 

" Being, therefore, encouraged with this confidence, and 
moved with this holy calling, I have most cheerfully un- 
dertaken this my flight. I would, indeed, most gladly 
have retained mine own Church of Spalatro ; but because 
that my Church, with many others, groaneth under the 
tyranny of the Pope, who hatetb and abhorreth reforma- 
tion, and by all his power, and the fears of his adherent 
princes, maketh impediment to it, and having power of 
life and death ovar them who urge reformation, suffcreth 
none of them to live ; therefore, I could not choose, but 
leave my Church, that I myself, having cast off these 
bonds, and set at liberty, might be the more ready to pro- 
claim the truth, and, with greater safety, might deplore 



the desolation of the Holy Church, which she suffereth 
from the Court of Rome. 

"This my departing from my country, or rather my going 
out, and flight from Babel, I will that it want all suspicion 
of schism ; for I flee from errors, I flee from abases, and 
that lest I be partaker of Babel's sins, and receive of her 
plagues : yet will I never sever myself from the love which 
1 owe to the Holy Catholic Church, and to all and every 
one who communicate with her. Let the Word of God be 
a lantern to our feet, and let us follow the footsteps of oar 
holy ancestors who have been excellent lights in the Church 
of Christ. Let us break asunder the darkness of error and 
falsehood by the light of the truth of the Gospel ; and let 
us depart far from novelties which have quite extinguished 
the doctrines and discipline of the holy Church, that the 
Church of Christ on earth may be one coupled together 
with the glue, of concord, whereunto let us all with one 
spirit and one mouth praise our God, and the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." 



FASCE OVES. 



Sib — I do not know whether the observations which I 
would wish to make in this letter may not be already 
familiar to your readers ; but if not, and if you think them 
likely to be useful, I shall be glad to offer even this small 
contribution towards the good work in which you are en- 
gaged, and which you are conducting in a manner that 
must commend itself to every sincere lover of truth and 
peace. 

Roman Catholic writers have not been slow in per- 
ceiving, that it is impossible to ground their doctrine of the 
universal supremacy of the Pope by Divine right, on the 
supremacy of St. Peter, unless they can prove, that Christ 
gave to St. Peter supreme jurisdiction over the other 
Apostles. They maintain that he did so; and one of the 
principal passages on which they rely is, the command 
given to St. Peter, in the twenty-first chapter of St. John 
— " Feed nty lambs," " Feed my sheep ;" " from which 
words " (I translate from Dr. Delahogue's Treatise on the 
Church) " the primacy of Peter over the rest of the Apos- 
tles, is manifestly collected, for to him is committed by 
Christ, the care not only of the lambs, but also of the sheep, 
or mothers of the flock — that is, of the pastors themselves 
— and, thence, of all Churches, and of all belonging to 
them."* 

I quote Dr. Delahogue, not only because I have been 
under the impression that his work is used as a text- 
book in the education of the Roman Catholic priests in 
Ireland, but because he is very far from being an ultra- 
montanist in his views of the supremacy. To show the 
value of this argument, it would be sufficient to observe, 
that even Roman Catholic writers have acknowledged, that 
St. Augustine and others of the Fathers have drawn no 
such conclusion from our Saviour's words. But it seems 
desirable to look a little more into the context. 

St. John relates, that after our Saviour had given this 
charge to St. Peter, he pronounced a prophecy which was 
intended to intimate to St. Peter, that he should hereafter 
suffer martyrdom for his sake, and to signify by what sort 
of death he should glorify God. And having done this, 
he commanded the Apostle to follow him. While obeying 
this command, St. Peter turned about, and saw St. John 
following also ; and on seeing him he said, " Lord, what 
shall this man do ?" It is on this question, and the an- 
swer which our Saviour gave to it, that I wish to make a 
few observations. " Jesus saith unto him, If I will that 
he tarry till I come, what is that to thee ? Follow thou 
me ;" which words made so great and so general an im- 
pression, that (as St. John himself observes) they gave 
rise to an opinion (of which it is not requisite to say more 
at present) that he was never to die. 

Different motives have been assigned for the question of 
St. Peter. I cannot think it was a reprehensible curiosity 
which prompted him to ask — " What shall this man do? ' 
Considering the affection which evidently subsisted between 
the two Apostles, nothing conld be more natural than that 
Peter, tints forewarned of his own death, should wish to 
know whether — united by their Lord in life — in death also 
they should not be divided. Nor is it easy to perceive why 
onr Saviour should answer as he did, if curiosity was the 
fault he wished to correct. If he had merely said — " What 
is that to thee? follow thou me," the answer would have 
been plainly intended to rebuke an improper inquisitiveness. 
But by saying "If I will that he tarry till 1 come" — so 
iar from repressing curiosity, the words rather excited it ; 
it being impossible not to feel desirous to understand their 
meaning. In point of fact, they set men on thinking 
and speculating at the time ; and, as St. John informs 
us, gave rise to a current opinion among Christians. But 
let us take these words in connection with what immedi- 
ately preceded them. 

The Lord had, just before this, commanded St. Peter 
to feed his lambs and his sheep. According to Roman 



* "Christusbis ilti dixit; Pasce agnos meot t ec tenia vice Paace ova 
rmos: quiljus verbis primatlls Petri supra cwetepis ii}.OKtO!OS manifesto 
ctilii^ilur, namqiie illi mm vgnotum tuittum, sed et ociu/n, sett matrum 
Kl'efjus. cuni a Christo commiititur, id est pastoruni fpsol-ura, proin- 
deq-.ie omnium r.celesiurum et omnium aitilUs pertiuentium. '— De!a- 
ho«ue Traclar. de iiccl. Univ., p. :i3i, Dublin, l»29. The proposi- 
tion, which Dr. Delaliouue is proviug, is in these words— "S. Fetrus 
a Chr sto primatum accepit supra alios apostolus vi cirjus inter Mos 
omnes, non hom.re et <ii?nttate tantnm, sed etiam autoritate et jnrisdic- 
ttone eminuit."— lb., p. 330. 



Catholic writers, this command invested him with supreme 
jurisdiction over all the other Apostles. According to 
their doctrine, the command was so peculiarly and espe- 
cially a conveyance of power and pre-eminence to him, that 
the other Apostles were only part of his flock — the sheep 
whom he was to rule and govern. But if this were the 
meaning of the words, surely it was his place and his busi- 
ness to ascertain his Master's wishes respecting St. John? 
It was, I say, on the Roman Catholic theory of the su- 
premacy of St. Peter, strictly within the limits of his 
office and duty, to say to his Master — " Lord, what shall 
this man do ?" It was something to him — it was every- 
thing. For if he was constituted supreme pastor of the 
Church in the room of Christ, his following of Christ 
must consist, not merely in the imitation of his holiness 
and his patience, but in copying the example which the 
Lord had set him in the precise and especial duties of that 
dignity to which he was exalted. As supreme ruler of the 
Church, universal and vicegerent of Christ on earth, St. 
Peter conld not follow Christ, unless he imitated the ex- 
ample of his government, as well ns of his life and suffer- 
ings. He could not tread in his footsteps, unless he go- 
verned the other Apostles, in the same manner and on the 
same principles, as Christ had governed them and him 
daring his abode on earth. 

If it was something to Christ — if it was his office, while 
on earth, as the great shepherd of the sheep — to know 
what each of his Apostles should do, it was something to St. 
Peter. It was his office and his place to know what they 
should do in his Master's absence, and standing in his 
room. It was his duty to assign to them their works and 
places in the fold of Christ, as the Lord, in whose stead 
he acted, would have done if present. But to do this, he 
must, in every instance, seek for his Master's directions 
and the guidance of bis Holy Spirit ; and, therefore, the 
question, under all circumstances, on his lips, must have 
been precisely the one which he did ask — " Lord, what 
shall this man do?" 

If St. Peter had supreme jurisdiction over the other 
Apostles, he was right in asking the question. It was the 
very embodiment of his whole office ; for if (as 1 have 
said) his office consisted in assigning them, and all other 
pastors, their place and work, and in seeking the Divine 
guidance to enable him to do this with infalUble certainty, 
this question — " Lord, what shall this man do ?"— was the 
question of his whole existence. 

If, then, St. Peter had any thought of this being his 
prerogative, in consequence of his having been commanded 
to feed the sheep, in what words could our Saviour have 
more distinctly corrected such a notion than by saying — 
" What is that to thee ?" By such a reply he, as plainly 
and as strongly as words could do it, declared that St. 
Peter had no such charge, no such duty, no such autho- 
rity in his Church ; that the rest of the Apostles were not 
under his government and jurisdiction; that the direction 
of their life and ministry was absolutely retained by our 
Saviour in his own hands ; so that the question — as far as 
authority and jurisdiction were concerned — did not con- 
.cern St. Peter, any more than it did any other of the 
Apostles. The words are, in fact, totally irreconcilable 
with the notion of our Saviour having given supremacy 
to St. Peter over the universal Church. The proof, if 
there be any, must be drawn from some other source ; and, 
even then, it would still be necessary fur the advocates of 
the supremacy to show, how their interpretation of Matt, 
xvi. 18-1!), and their inferences from other passages of the 
New Testament, can be made to harmonize with this 
answer of our Saviour—" What is that to thee? Follow 
thou me." 

X. A. 



TALK OF THE ROAD.— No. XXIV. 
" Well, Pat, isn't it the quare time since I saw you to 
have a talk, while I Was above at the railway, with hard 
work and fair pay ? And is there anything new at Kil- 
eommon to talk of?" 

" 'Deed, then, Jem," said Pat, " there's the new mission 
to talk of." 

" Well, that's not new anyway," said Jem ; " sure I 
saw that myself afore I went to the railroad." 

" Well, it is new, Jem," said Pat ; " sure its a Catholic 
mission that's in it." 

" Is it the priests at a mission, Pat ?" said Jem ; " why, 
sure a station would be more in their way." 

" Aye, is it," said Pat ; " five or six priests there hold- 
ing a mission of their own." 

" Well, Mr. Burke and Mr. Owens is making a stir 
among the priests anyway," said Jem ; " sure that's a 
new thing entirely ; but what was it like at all ?" 

" Why, the greatest confessing and preaching that ever 
you seen ; and the chapel-yard like a fair with the booths 
and shops." 

"And what shops at all in the chapel -yard?" said 
Jem. 

" Why, booths and stands, all covered with jimcracks 
and toys, fit to bring all the children at a fair to them," 
said Pat. 

" And do you say its selling toys for the little children 
the missionaries were?" said Jem. 

" Well, it wasn't just that," said Pat ; " for it was toys 
for the biff children they were selling." 

" What sort at all ?" said Jem. ' 



